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The Second Sunday of Advent 

Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 

December 04, 2022 

 

Prelude:  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People                                                   Arr. Larry Shackley   
 

Processional Hymn #76: On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry (please stand) 
 

A Prayer for Advent 

We are waiting, O God, for the day of peace. Give us the will to bring that day through our 

own simple goodness and hope. Fill us with patient desire that our work may be holy, and our 

holiness bright, through the Christ for whose coming we long, and the Spirit in whose presence 

we live. Amen. 

A man named John was sent from God. He came as a witness to testify concerning the light, 

so that through him everyone would believe in the light. – John 1:6-7 
 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Leader: As we light the first two candles of the Advent wreath, we welcome the prophets who 

shine your light in the world, especially James. Help us to get ready to welcome Jesus, once 

again.  Amen. 
 

The Word of God 
 

Opening Acclamation   The Book of Common Prayer, pg. 355 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Celebrant & People 
   

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
   

Gloria S-280 (said or sung together)     
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.   

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.   

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.   

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 

Father.  Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day     The Book of Common Prayer, pg. 211 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the 

way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may 

greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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     (please be seated for the Lessons) 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The 

spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 

and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of 

the Lord. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness 

he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the 

earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion 

and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child 

shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as 

a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

Reader      The Word of the Lord.                                                                       

People       Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 ~ Please turn to page 685 in The Book of Common Prayer 
(we will read responsively as instructed by the Lector)  
 

Second Reading:  Romans 15:4-13 
 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 

Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I 

tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 

order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles 

might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; and again 

he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples praise him"; and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the 

one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Reader      The Word of the Lord.                                                                       

People       Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn #75:  There’s a voice in the wilderness crying   
 

Gospel:  Matthew 3:1-12 (please stand) 
  

Celebrant        The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People             Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when 

he said,  
 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,  

make his paths straight.’”  
 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 

locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 

all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. 
 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of 

repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 

tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is 

lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire.  
 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after 

me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat 

into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  
 

Celebrant        The Gospel of the Lord. 

People        Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
        

     (please be seated) 
 

The Homily:  The Reverend Dr. Jennifer Lazzuri 
 

The Nicene Creed (please stand and turn to page 358 in The Book of Common Prayer)                                     
 

Prayers of the People  

 

(please kneel or be seated as you are able) 
 

Friends, may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing. Let us come before 

the Lord praying, “Blessed are you, Lord God; may the earth be filled with your glory.” 
 

Grant your Church, O God of encouragement, to live in harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, so that we may glorify you with one voice. Make us a people of 

repentance and bless us with your Holy Spirit and fire. 
 

Moment of silence. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God; may the earth be filled with your glory. 
 

Grant this nation, O God of justice, the will to defend the needy and the poor. May we sincerely 

hope for that day when hurt and destruction are no more. 
 

Moment of silence. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God; may the earth be filled with your glory. 
 

Grant your creation, O God of faithfulness, the hope of renewal. May we who are stewards of 

this earth, also live at peace with all you have created. 
 

Moment of silence. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God; may the earth be filled with your glory. 
 

Grant this city, O God of understanding, prosperity. May all the people know and do justice.  
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We ask that you teach us and our leaders the best ways to meet the needs of all our neighbors. 
 

Moment of silence. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God; may the earth be filled with your glory. 
 

Grant all the needy, O God of steadfast love, your mercy. Prove yourself to be a God of 

righteousness and faithfulness. To all their pain and suffering bring your healing and peace. 

And with your winnowing fork clear from their lives all the forces of oppression. 
 

Moment of silence. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God; may the earth be filled with your glory. 
 

Grant to those who have died, O God of hope, eternal life in you. Bring the departed into your 

glorious dwelling where all their hope will be fulfilled in your Christ. 
 

Moment of silence. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God; may the earth be filled with your glory. 
 

The Celebrant will add a concluding Collect. 
 

Confession                                                             The Book of Common Prayer, pg.360 
 

 Celebrant       Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

  Celebrant & People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry  

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

Name.  Amen. 
 

Absolution 
 

Celebrant      Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all yours sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 

you in eternal life.  Amen. 
  
Peace & Greeting  (please stand) 

Celebrant       The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People                 And also with you. 

Announcements 

The Holy Communion 

All are welcome to receive communion. There is no right or wrong way.  You may receive bread, wine, or 

both. If you do not wish to receive, you are welcome to come forward for a special blessing. 

Offering of Gifts and Praise  

Celebrant  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 

sacrifice to God. 
 

Anthem:   Call to Advent            arr. J. Jerome Williams  
 

Doxology (please stand – said or sung together) 
 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow / Praise Him all creatures here below. 

  Praise Him above ye heavenly host / Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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  Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A                    The Book of Common Prayer, pg. 361 
 

  (please remain standing)            

 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

 People And also with you. 

 Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

 People We lift them to the Lord. 

 Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in 

him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the 

world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
  

  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

 

Sanctus #S128 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in 

the highest.     
                  

(Please kneel as you are able) 
  

Celebrant 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all.  

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me." 
 

 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

 Celebrant and People 
 

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 Celebrant 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
 

 

 Celebrant and People                                                 The Book of Common Prayer, pg. 364 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread  

 Celebrant   Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

 People    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 Celebrant  The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

Fraction Anthem S-169 
 

Communion Hymn #597 O day of peace that dimly shines 

             #  67 Comfort, comfort ye my people 
    

Post-Communion Prayer (please kneel)                                The Book of Common Prayer, pg. 365 

Celebrant        Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

Blessing:  May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great 

humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.     
 

Recessional Hymn #65:  Prepare the way, O Zion    
 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant         Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia 

People           Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia 
 

 Postlude   

 
 

*********************** 
 

Those Who Serve Today 

 Advent Lighters:  Howard & Joyce Mikytuck (8)/Evan & Teresa Chapman (10) 

Crucifer:  David Koegle 

Chalice:  Linda Harvey 

Lector:  Dona Breen (8)/Sharon Boivin (10)  

Prayers of the People:  Marie Farrell (8)/Bill Treiber (10)  

Ushers:  Graven & Kelly Craig 

Altar Guild:  Linda Harvey 

Counters:  Tom Woolfolk/Kelly Craig 
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Intercessions 
 

Church Members: Cochran Garnett, Carol Coleman, David Eaton, Linda Harvey, Christine 

Southard  
 

Family of Church Members: Daphne Stone Cook, Eric Jones, Greg Morris, Kay Talbott, Richard 

Bull, Nancy Miller, Jason Gehle 
 

Friends of Church Members: Bill Rough, Chris Hall, John Reid, Linda Salisbury, Brenda 

Anderson, Jim McCoy, Karen Weaver 

 

For those in military service, especially: Zachary Lynch, Kelsey Brewer, Katie Morgan, Teri 

Boivin, Holly-Ann Hess, Nicholas Boivin, Jon Geiser  
 

For the clergy and congregations of Grace, Bremo Bluff; Meade Memorial, Alexandria; St. 

Martin’s, Richmond; St. Matthew’s, Richmond; St. Peter’s, Richmond; Varina, Varina. 
 

For the departed:  Bob Dickey, Barry Noel, Raymond Johnson, Lola Casey 
 

 

Birthdays, Anniversaries and Thanksgivings: 

04-Steve & Alice Gaultney; 09-Bryne Burton 

 

Jesus said, “My house shall be called a house of prayer.” 
 

We welcome all visitors to St. James. If you would like to know more about our church 

family, please sign a pew card or the guest register on the table in the back.  We want to 

know that you were here, so be sure to leave your contact information, including your email 

address, so that you can receive our weekly e-newsletter.  Thank you for joining us this 

morning. 
 

Join us this morning for a Festive Coffee Hour following each service in the Parish Hall. 

Thank you to our hosts, Dona Breen & Diane Alfano @ 8 o’clock and Linda Brickey & 

Jennifer Myer @ 10 o’clock. 
 

The Outreach Committee will meet this morning following the 10:00am service in the 

Sanctuary choir area.  
 

The Advent Bible Study continues of Tuesdays in Advent (Dec. 6, 13 and 20, from 10:30am-

12:00pm in the Parish Hall.)   
 

The Wreath Makers will meet Monday, Dec. 12th (8:30am-12:30pm) in the Parish Hall. If 

you would like to help make wreaths to decorate in and around the church, please call Sunny 

Agee 540-9670415 or 540-894-3198.  All are welcome! 
 

Angel Tree gifts are due back to the Parish Hall by Sunday, December 18th.  If you have any 

questions, please call Chris Shultis at 540 872 2496. 
 

The ECW is hosting a Parish Potluck Luncheon in honor of the Men of St. James next 

Sunday. December 11th, following the 10am service.  Join us for festive fellowship and a visit 

from St. Nick. A sign-up sheet is on the Parish Hall bulletin board, or you may email 

linkogle67@gmail.com. Last names A-F bring a main dish, G-M bring a side dish, and N-Z 

bring a dessert. 

 

A Blue Christmas Service will be held on Sunday, December 18th, @ 2:00 pm. This service is 

a quiet and reflective service recognizing that there are those who carry heavy burdens and 

emotions into the Christmas Season. Focusing less on Christmas cheer and more on the 

power of Christ’s light to overcome darkness, this worship holds up hope in the face of grief 

and brokenness. All are welcome to join us. 
 

mailto:linkogle67@gmail.com

