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GOD CAN USE ANYTHING TO SPEAK

Last night the hoped for rain did not come to the parched
ground here at Journey’s End. It was late when | turned on
the newly placed soaker hoses encircling each shrub in the
front of the house. After several minutes, small droplets of
water appeared all along the several hundred feet of hose
necessary to ensure adequate watering for each plant. It
concerned me, though, that there were many feet of what
appeared to be wasted hose linking one plant to the other. The water that was
seeping through in these places was falling on unplanted, mulched ground.
The package had said that soaker hoses use 70% less water than traditional
sprinklers. This seemed a necessary conservation measure when one depends
on adeep well for water; yet so much liquid-life still appeared to me that it
would be wasted.

After four hours the hoses had done good work. The water had made
its way under the mulch into the darkness of the earth by what felt like sev-
eral inches, dutifully watering each plant for the upcoming days of heat that
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O had been forecast. As | walked through the bed in the darkness with a flash-
: light checking the plants, my concern remained
| fﬁ about waste in all the other ground that was also
OE soaked where nothing was planted. It wasn't until After some
vl early the next morning that it occurred to me that reflection. it
: %: | was looking at a picture of the generosity of '
| G, God's love and mercy, for “He makes the sun occurred to me
! 5’ rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on that, in the
LS the righteous and the unrighteous.” (Matthew
E . 45b% 9 ( economy of God,
- i After some reflection, it occurred to me no act of love or
@ that, in the economy of God, no act of love or kindness is ever
E kindnessis ever wasted. It may appear so at wasted.
® times, but we never know when parched ground,
_‘f_g softened by the living waters given to those who
g come to Christ (John 4:10-14), will become fertile

for planting by the Lord of Life. Sometimes watering comes before planting.
So, dear ones, in the parching heat of summer, let us not forget to keep the
garden of our souls well watered from the Well-spring of Life, even to over-
flowing. One never knows when God may use that overflow to bring hope
and life to another.
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The Prayers of the Parish
Lord, we thank You for the blessings of
this life and especially for birthdays and
anniversaries we celebrate this month. -
We are grateful for those in military
3-John Agee . :
4-Howard and Peggy Scheur enbrand service and pray especially for...
5-Jim Salisbury
6-Bill and Paula Treiber Walter Zerrlaut Arthur Price
7-Amy Schick L ogan MacDonald Hunter Scott
g'jgafqggﬁearvey Tim Fleming ChrisMillholland
i Ierrol Flynn Patrick Hurley Thomas Bourne
13-Carol Hall
15-Dean and Sunny Agee . .
17-Greg Madison . | am the resurrection and the life says
18-Jenny Filer the Lord...
19-FieldsCraig We extend our deepest sympathiesto Carol Coleman
21-Davis Shiflett on the death of her husband Joe and to all the Cole-
24-Mallory Snow man family. “May hisrest be thisday in peace and
25-David Wesley his dwelling place in the Par adise of God.”
27-Nancy Kuranda
28-Cochran Gar nett
31-Ed Whitlock
Ernest and Phillip Arnette ; -
Sl aleinE] SueEn Zardkd St James folks have suppqrted prison ministry
Greq Pl ts Wanda Warlitner with prayers, (many) cookies, and persona.d
.eg easan ) o encouragement of our members who work di-
Michelle Tocci CrisLindsay rectly with prison ministry. Prayersarere-
Chuck Emeigh George Chrismon quested for the Chaplains worship services and
DebbieDempsey Kim Hoschar for current issues which could help improve
Phyllis Johnson Lorrie Hargrove connections with family, especially children, on
L ois Collins Liz Walton the outside. For more information, please con-
Dick Rogers Linda Sue Hutchinson tact Patty Driskill: pdriskill@verizon.net or
Jackie Morden Jack High 967-1984..
L ouis Chisholm Cherie M cClung
Esther Cowart Megan
Helghten our sensitivity, Lord, to concerns you would have us lift to you as we
walk with you each day. Increase, we pray, our confidence in your loving care,
that we might bring your hope into every place of darkness.




Don’'t Miss These Bits of
Parish News!

Sunday School Summer Camp

The Sunday School Summer Camp is going well!
Attendance is up from last summer. Each week Mar-
tha Mclntire mesmerizes the children with a biblical
story lesson. Our regular Sunday School teachers are
continuing with their wonderful abilitiesin leading
and coordinating activities. The members of the con-
gregation who are serving as assistants are great
helping hands. Patty Driskill dropsin for afew min-
utes each week to help the children make ajoyful
noise to the Lord. In the summer heat, a cool box
drink and snack have been awelcome relief. A few
more donations of refreshments, especially snacks,
would be most appreciated.

Sunny Agee, Sunday School Coordinator

KFC News

On June 22, the KFC group met for an afternoon of
food and fun at the Earlys. The kids played volley-
ball, football, and air hockey! They aso enjoyed
hamburgers and hotdogs and other scrumptious
goodies. It was agreat time and afabulous end to
our fun-filled school year. KFC will not meet in July
or August, but we all are very excited about getting
back together in September and look forward to wel-
coming any new members. Remember, studentsin
grades three through six are eligible to participate.
Simply, contact Laura Early (434-589-1962) with
any questions or to sign-up.

ECW News

The second printing of “St. James Cooks’ (our new
cookbook) is now available for just $10. If you
would like a copy or two, please stop by the church
office or see amember of the ECW.

Our annual Fall Festival is scheduled for Saturday,
October 11th. Thistraditional family event is also
open to the community. We will have crafters and
artisans selling their wonderful items, a bake sale,
kids' games, and of course the men's White Elephant
sale. Mark your calendars now so you won't miss the
fun!

Lin Kogle, ECW Publicity Chairperson

Home Repairsin Louisa

Hands on help for Louisa County folks! That’s what
St. James' newest outreach project is all about.
George Franklin is chairing a committee whose mis-
sion isto find and complete home repair/rebuilding
projects for our Louisa neighborsin need. The com-
mittee isin the search and organizational stage. They
are gathering information about needs and available
resources. Severa non profit organizations and St.
James folks are providing information. The next
meeting of thisgroup is after the 9:30 service on

July 13", Anyone who isinterested in the formation
of our own St. James home repair team is welcome
to attend.

Attention:
Needlepoint lovers!

Pam Stone has a marvelous idea for
achurch project involving needle-
point. If you enjoy needlepoint
work or would like to learn, please mention thisto
Pam so she will know better how to proceed. This
project is not even to the start up stage, but Pamis
very hopeful to find many hands to create a lasting
gift to St. James. Y ou may call her at 967-2582 or
email her at prhs48@aol.com.







